Introduction
Areas for research: 1. Shakespeare (the man) 2. Shakespeare's theatre 3. Shakespeare's society
• Gods • King (representative of God -rules by divine right)
• Society • Women in Shakespeare's society -it is necessary to understand their position in order to sensitively read MfM. Explore the idea of 'silence as virtue' very evident in the character of Isabella.
Biblical background -difference between new and old testament morality?
Contrast the old testament ideas of revenge, an eye for an eye, and the new testament notions of forgiveness.
• Problem play as concerned with a: moral problem which is central to it, presented in such a a manner that we are unsure of our moral bearings, so that uncertain and divided responses to it in the minds of the audience are possible or even probable.
R. W Chambers
Satire: a mode of writing that exposes the failings of individuals, institutions, or societies to ridicule and scorn. Its tone may vary from tolerant amusement, to bitter indignation.
Allegory: a story or visual image with a second distinct meaning partially hidden behind its literal or visible meaning. Allegory involves a continuous parallel between two or more levels of meaning in a story, so that its persons and events correspond to their equivalents in a system of ideas or a chain of events external to the tale.
Morality: a kind of religious drama popular in Europe in the 15th and early 16th centuries. They are dramatised allegories, in which personified virtues, vices, diseases, and temptations struggle for the soul of Man as he travels from birth to death. They instil a simple message of Christian salvation, but often include comic scenes. 
Themes in Measure for Measure

